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Pastor’s April 2023 Newsletter Article 

Since September our leadership (and hopefully our congregation as a 
whole) has been reflecting on our own church’s journey into the “unknown” 
(meaning the new/post-Christian world we live in) through the lenses of 
Lewis and Clark’s Western Exploration of the United States. We started 
with a look at the mission that the Corp of Discovery began with, what they 
hoped they would accomplish, using their experience to help us evaluate 
our own mission and vision. Then we considered how that plan HAD to 
change when the explorers reached the Lemhi Pass, where they 
discovered they could not “Canoe in the Mountains. This invited us to look 
at how we, as a Church, may need to make some changes to move 
forward in this new world.  Now, this spring, we are going to look at the help 
Lewis and Clark needed to find so that the next leg of their journey would 
be possible.  

A few months before reaching the Lemhi Pass, Lewis and Clark had hired a 
French-Canadian trapper to interpret for them with the local Native-
American tribe: Toussaint Charbonneau; who had a Native-American wife 
named Sacagawea. To everyone’s surprise, it would be Sacagawea who 
would open doors for the Corp to accomplish the next phase of their 
journey. Then, once in the mountains, it would be a tribe of Nez Perce 
(Native-Americans) who would nurse the explorers back to health after they 
journey nearly claimed their lives.  

Lewis and Clark’s story reminds us that sometimes to accomplish the task 
ahead (even our God given tasks) we need help. As Pastor Aleka and I 
reflected on this fact, and the story which will be told through the Take Note 
Musical this spring, we were struck by how the focus of that musical 
(Moses) had a very similar tale to Lewis and Clark. Moses was sent out 
with a mission into the unknown, just like the Corp of Discovery! So, can 



learn from Moses’ life about working alongside God and others as we seek 
to fulfill our God given task which will equip us for this next phase of OUR 
journey? That is what we hope to find out! 

Starting on Sunday, April 16th we will begin our Spring sermon series: 
“Making Mission: Possible.”  This series will not only help us prepare to 
experience the story of Moses told by the Take Note youth on May 21 but 
will also challenge us to look around at how God and our neighbors can/are 
helping us on our own journey of discovery. How will this great leader’s 
own call, work with others, and experience with being used to fulfill God’s 
plan impact our assessment of where we are and where God is leading us? 
I hope you will join us for Sunday morning worship this spring to find 
out!Rev. Lara Escoffre 


